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Lorenzo era in piedi col violoncello in mano,si preparava
a riporlo,la piazza era punteggiata di lucciole - arrivaronc
due carabinieri.

Che cosa ¢ successo? - disse il maresciallo.

Il maestro ha ofrferto un saggio della sua arte - disse

il podesta.

Non ha chiesto il permesso - disse il maresciallo.

Anche i rossignoli non lo chiedono - disse il podesta.

Ma gli uccelli non hanno carabinieri che devono far
rispettare la legge - disse il maresciallo sorridendo.
Andarono via.Anche il parroco e il podesta salutarono.

Irene Lorenzo e l'amico rimasero soli.Dalle finestre aperte,dentro

cui brillavano lampadine di poche candele,arrivavano parole in dialetto,
colpi di posate sui piatti.Dentro qualche finestra parlavano del
vidoncellista.Lorenzo disse:

Ho fame.Vi porto a mangiare il bisato.

Alcuni giorni dopo,un pomeriggio,Lorenzo disse a Irene:
Lo strumento ha cambiato un po' suono.Devo andare dal liutaio Salviati

perché forse dipende dall'anima.Vieni con me?
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Era quel Salviati sito col laboratorio in una via antica porticata
@ tdrta.La polvere finissima bianca del legno limato posava sul pavimento,
sui banchi e sugli strumenti.Anche sui capelli del liutaio era sospesa.
Qua e la,come su tavoli d'anatomia,c'erano violoncelli'violini e
viole, distesi,aperti,in corso di riparazione.

Sono venuto a far regolare 1l'anima - disse Lorenzo dopo i saluti

e i come state. - Il suono & diventato piu opaco.

Irene fu fatta sedere su una seggiola dallo schienale alto,nero,e

il volto bianco le risaltava.

Salviati prese il violoncello e lo distese su uno dei banchi.IntroducenJ;
per la fessura a f il ferro ricurvo a 5 con un'estremita appiattita

a punta e 1'altra a forma quadrangolare con incavature ai lati,SOmiglianTQ
a una stella a quattro ra}gi,diede qualche colpetto sull'anima,in
modo da sentirne la posizione senza spostarla.L'anima - quel baston-

cino cilindrico di abete,verticale fra fondo e coperchio,che trasmette i
le vibrazioni @& tutto lo strumento.Subito disse:

Non dipende dall'anima,ha preso umidita.

A causa del suonare all'aperto-disse Lorenzo.

E' naturale - disse Salviati, - ma torna a posto da solo.

E' tanto delicato - disse Lorenzo.

E' un grande strumento - disse Salviati.

Col passare del tempo diventa sempre piu pastoso - disse Lorenzo.
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Si adatta sempre piu al suonatore - disse Salviati.

In India cambia un po',il suono - disse Lorenzo.

Per via sicuramente del clima - disse Salviati.

E' un clima caldo e umido - disse Lorenzo.

Ma cos'ha di tanto attraente questa India? - domando Salviati.

Un bel guadagno - disse Lorenzo, - € altre cose.

Quando andarono via Irene,sotto i portici di via Patriarcato,strinse
Lorenzo alla vita:era verso sera,gia quasi buio:lo prese forte e

lo bacio:mentre si davano baci ridevano per la contentezza,si sentiva

ridere sotto le volte dei portici,risuonava la loro gaiezza d'amore.

Una sera che Aurelio Uaraqnén e Lorenzo erano usciti per provare
musica in casa del pianista Trovato Irene si reco a parlare con
Tecla - del piu e del meno,e della loro vita.Irene era curiosa e
preoccupata,e Tecla sempre piu misteriosa.

Ti piace tuo marito? - domandd Fecla a un certo punto della sera.

Molto-disse Irene.Arrossi:perché?si domandd.

Sembrd a Irene che Tecla piano piano uscisse da quella corazza di

ordine e mania - era come lei una giovane donna bisognosa d'amore.



E tuo marito a te piace? - domando

No - disse Tecla.

Perché vi siete sposati? - domando Irene.

Perché non sapevo - disse Tecla.

B' per questo che stai sveglia la notte?-domando Irene.

Tecla allora la guardo-era svelata,le veniva da piangere.

C'e tanto da fare,continuamente - disse.

Ma & una mania! - disse Irene.

No! - Tecla aveva gridato. - Il mondo fuori é& tremendo,pieno di
belve feroci!

Era agitata.Irene ebbe preoccupazione e disse:

Ti prego,calmati.

Hai capito,vero?Hai capito? - diceva Tecla. - Non posso uscire,pil.Fuor(
€ tutta una giungla e io non sono protetta da nessuno.Ho paura,tanta
paura.Qui invece sono al sicuro.

Non puoi andare avanti cosi - disse Irene. - Diventerai matta.

Sono gia matta,Irene - disse Tecla. - Matta,matta.

Piangeva ma diventavano amiche.Irene capiva che la mente di Tecla
si autoimprigionava per mancanza di amore.

Troverai una via - disse Irene. - Solo l'amore ti pud aiutare.Il
vero amore.

Chi mi ameré? - diceva Tecla.

E' il tuo cuore che deve amare - disse Irene. - Ti ho vista finalmente.
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Anch'io - disse Tecla. - Tu si che hai un marito da amare.

Sai che andro in India con Lorenzo? - disse Irene.

Non so se invidiarti o avere paura - disse Tecla.

Eppure Aurelio ¢ cosi dolce con te - disse Irene.

81 - disse Tecla. - Ma non serve.

Vi siete proprio sbagliati - disse Irene. - Ti pensero durante il
viaggio.

Avro desiderio di rivederti,cara amica - disse Tecla. - Torna presto.
Stettero a parlare fino all'una di notte - quando ¢li uvomini tornarono
allegri e stanchi per avere suonato.Ma si vedeva che Aurelio in casa

era triste.

Nel mese di giugno partirono(il 0,alle ore 18,da Venezia) Julla
grande nave transoceanica Conte Verde.Lorenzo si era fatto crescere

1a barbetta.C'era scirocco.Appena fuori dal canale del Jido,poco
oltre Malamocco,passarono in mezzo ai bragozzi a due alberi con vele
qtrapezio e la prua rincagnata che uscivano da (ﬁuﬁggia per la notte Jd
pescare.Lorenzo indicava a Irene le vele e gliele raccontava:la era
dipinta la luna con accanto la stella Venere,la un tonno celeste,o

la croce con la scritta IHS,o0 i santi protetfori di Ciosa Felice e
Fortunato,posti sotto la Madonna in trono col bambino:e anche san
Giorgio vincitore del drago,con la bella armatura azzurro acciaiosa:vele

ocra,gialle,marrone.
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Poi venne 1'ora della cena,il tramonto,la notte.E giorni e notti
di mare.Videro delfini,balene,pesci uccello,altre navi.Non accadde

che il tranquillo navigare fino a Bombay - il porto che accoglie

chi viene da Occidente.Da Victoria Station presero il treno.Irene
puardava 1'India - le campagne,i monti,la giungla - vedeva altro,forse,dd
cio che realmente era la.Faceva molto caldo.Alle stazioni vide indiani

e

ricchi e poveri,inglesi:e i paria separati - era nel mondo diverso
dal suo:l'altra pelle,altri abiti:gli occhi vivissimi:chi diventava
lei 1a?Leggeva i nomi delle stazioni - le rimase impresso Jaipur

- quell'ur le risveglio una paura(le fece apparire l'lmmagine di

una volta nera di tunnel).Quando apparve la scritta belhy - citta
molto nominata da Lorenzo - le parve di essere giunta al punto del
viaggio da cui cominciava il ritorno.La parola Delhy le fece affiorare

il nome di una bambina con cui aveva tanto giocato da piccola,la
sua amica-del cuore - Delia.

Oltre il nome ecco Delhy.Sembrava una citta europea - fino a quando
apparvero le moschee.Quel capogiro che a volte prende chi viaggia(o
emigra,o trasloca)la travolse per un attimo.Il treno rallentd.Lorenzo
la sosteneva - scherzava in dialetto padovano:disse:Sperémo che i

tugs no ne strangoea.Erano arrivati.

Nei giorni successivi cercava di godersi il nuovo mondo - anche

nel vestito.Lorenzo le regalo un sari - parda un'indiana.Ci furono
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future races and language-speakers whose over- whereabouts are & ailable. Wl

r eas all his
141 3 3 17 antivrity Py tor 1 J‘[ sl t mAallaamios 1 nt -\]th .w_”q n ad nr ".(_“,,k z
ambitious building actvity Pr oted the Lord to  COLEAGUES Hty with oils on ~d or work in
disperse mankind over the face of the earth. sheet metal, Falade Imperial procuces hair-
Tlija has had one-man Shows : nd has been dresser’s advertisements done with Indian ink on
represented at group exhibitions at home and paper and touched up with watercolours. (See the
abroad. (See portrait of the artist, p- 318). N. T. picture on p. 62). G. Sch.

IMPERIAL, FALADE Ghana INIGUEZ, SILVIO (1907) Cuba
Pseudonym of a sign-painter from Ghana Silvio Iniguez was born in Havana.
who lived for some time in Bobo-Dioulassou, The themes of Iniguez's paintings are land-

Upper Volta, and apparently returned later to his scapes with figures, usually realistically
. homeland. No further details about him or his rendered, and yet cometimes quite fantastic, as is
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mani's fame, and the understanding of ais art.
were posthumous. In the spring of 1918 this great
painter, who did more by his art to convey the
mood of Georgia and its people than his now
forgotten opponents, died a sick beggar: where =
nobody knows. (See portrait of the artist, p. 495).
N. Sh.

PLASMEILJER, JOOP (1942) Netherlands
Joop Plasmeijer was born in Amsterdam,

where he lived for ten years. After elementary
school, he went to secondary school for a few

3 I B

PR P ey

Plasmeijer, Joop: Interior

years, and from his fifteenth year on worked in
afactory as a metalsmith. Having made the
acquaintance of a painter and seen his works, he
said in jest that he would be able to paint just as
well. When he tried it, to his great surprise he
found it gave him much satisfaction. In 1969, he
won the Talens Prize, a significant incentive for
him, for, as a naive figurative painter, he had
feared that he would achieve nothing in a world
where only abstract art was held in esteem. In
the meantime, he decided that he did not want to
work in a factory for his whole life and at the
beginning of the seventies resolved to devote
himself exclusively to painting, despite not

having had any education in art. He now lives in .

his wife an

. Hengel

R ot s : sanes and moac:
e 113 painungs o bl B _._.\_1

Spect.
" He had an important one-man show in 1978
in the European Academy in Berlin, with a cata-
logue in colour and a foreword by Hans Hesse.
(See portrait of the artist, p. 495). N. E.

PLASTININ, USSR

VASILIJ VASIL’EVIC (1907—1983)
PLASTININ, VASILI VASILYEVICH

V. V. Plastinin was born in a working-class
family in the old Central Russian town of Vladi-

- s T
" _ =

Plastinin, Vasili Vasilyevich: Prince Alexander Nevsky
Massing Troops in the 13th Century to Defeat the Enemy

mir. For forty-five years between 1926 and 1971,
he worked on the railways, beginning to paint
only after retirement. Plastinin reveals folkloric
features, even though he gravitates to more
complex manifestations, as indicated by his
choice of subject.

Like most elderly people, he has a predilec-
tion for depicting reminiscences and past experi-
ences, as well as the history of his native city and
his country generally. In his historical “epics” he
reveals traits characteristic of the lubok broad-
sheets, even of the icon. He presents the actual
architecture of the city, such as the celebrated
Cathedral of St. Demetrius and the Golden Gates
and also that gem of Russian architecture, the
Cathedral of the Intercession of the Holy Virgin
that stands on the banks of the Nerl River. These
historical pieces are not only in a lubok man-
ner; they also produce the impression of
a motley-coloured carpet. However, the actual
episode depicted is secondary to the impressive
grandeur of the architectural relics. Thus, if we
take “The Killing of Prince Andrey Bogolyub-
sky,” the actual murder is presented merely as
a secondary episode within the overall architec-

ral composition. Elsewhere the figures of
a most conven-
to assign Plas-
naive artists. He
s in Vladimir







POSZ, MARIA DE (1929) Austria

\aria de Posz was born in Budapest. Vene-
suela was the homeland of her choice, but since
1962 she has lived in Salzburg.

Starting to paint in 1964, she showed a predi-
lection for landscapes, gardens, multitudes of

eople, recollections of the tropics of Venezuela,
and finally the life of Salzburg. She also paints
scenes of the folk customs of her new homeland,
Austria, of which she has grown very fond.

Her paintings have been reproduced on
picture postcards
jackets. She has exh

UNICEF 1973) and record
ibited in Austria, Germany,

Posz, Maria de: Downpour in Salzburg

A

artist, p. 494)
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POVOLNI, MIHALIJ (1935) Yugoslavia
Mihalj Povolni was born in the village of
Padina, Vojvodina, inhabited by ethnic Slovaks.
He is a farmer, without schooling, who occasion-
ally paints in his free time subjects from the life
of the Slovaks in Padina. He thinks of himself as
a chronicler of the life and work of his village and
tries to paint so that “coming generations will
know how life was lived in Padina. Everything is
changing quickly now, and our nice customs are
disappearing," says Povolni.
In “Pig Slaughter” (1973),
have done a portrait of his wi

Povolni seems to
fe and himself, as

Pressley, Daniel: A Summer
Day Chore

he has painted his own yard. When winter comes
to the plains where the painter lives, with snow
and freezing winds blowing through Hungary
and Romania from the Russian steppes, the peas-
ants slaughter their fattened pigs for food during
the cold season. Such a scene is shown
painting. On the chair is a bottle of brandy,
which a swig is taken every once in a while to get

warm. Everything is bathed in a rosy light
against the trodden snow.
Mihalj Povolni has had one-man shows and

participated in group exhibitions at home and
abroad. (See portrait of the artist, p. 494). N. T.

PRESSLEY, DANIEL (1918— 1971)
i Gregarious and something of a man-about-
* town, Daniel Press :
- _that he spent long hours at it, yet still found time
~ to keep a journal which was a ‘combination of

“diary, autobiography,

rote

Henri RmIs_seail

in the
from

ley was so dedicated to his art

tatement. of ‘personal
‘With







SKURJENIL, MATIJA (1898) Yugoslavia

Matija Skurjeni, born in Vaterni near

Zlatar, Croatia, had no schooling. His fa

’ woodcutter, was killed when crushed by a
tree-trunk while Matija was still a boy. The
mother then had to feed her eight small children
alone, so Matija left home when he was only
twelve to seek work. He was taken in as an
apprentice by a house painter for whom he also
{ did all the housework in return for room and
: board. In the First World War, as a soldier in the
Austrian Army, he found himself, not yet
eighteen, at the Russian front, where he was

1C
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Skurjeni, Matija: Passing Trains

job in the mines,

the railways for thirty

.and,
fes it down,  himself'and *his friend, also.. |
SRSE I Sometimes, "dreanied that he was on (i o A
ifeven bestieblof VIR S astorh Thend wad s ong that
ains leaving i;;‘;eig o its' force: Shelter had to be'.
Ry ﬁe,-;.,g- S

wounded. Upon returning to his village, he took a
_ where he remained twelve
years. He then moved to Zagreb and worked for
years, until his retirement
in Zapresi¢, a small town
from most naive
ration for his
tly wakes up

not only

the world, bearing
but also their dreams, visions and

the rail-
ars, he did very little travelling.
Waiting for the trains to come in or pull out, he

or all parts of
assengers

Although Skurjeni worked for

o X

desires.

ways many ye

voyaged in his mind to faraway places, following
their passengers to their destina-

the trains and
tions. What he wished for during the day turned

into dreams during the night. .
In the lower part of the painting “Passing

Trains,” a series of black trains are making their
way through a tunnel. As in an aquarium, the
transparent blue-green of the vegetation merges

%

with the cosmic blue of the sky. Small churches _.
and houses seem to be floating in a two-toned
world.
. Where is the boundary line between reality
: and dreams? Perhaps it is in their intermingling
, that the source of the artist’s inspiration lies —
_ the merging of dreams and reality that gives his
pictures their special charm ‘of a mixture of the

real and unreal:

=

i ¢ Hgter Pl ;’;"
- In/Crossing the S

i

va,” Skurjeni has painted

e







Brussels, taught.
g a decorative arts
oy et

devoted herself e
~ od by gentleness: “Isabel Has Twins,” “Gudule  gium, within the.
" Makes Balls,“Esther Washing with Ether.%Her construction she
colours, actually half-tones, stress the drawing, ours. A humorous and n

which plays a primary role — a rarity in Bel- manifested in her works and thgir titles, as in the .
gium, where precedence is normally given to painting “Fritkot Roy{il," showing a shop se!hng
thick, pure colours. J. C. fried potatoes and dedicated to the 150th anniver- b

Bastin, Henry: Cockatoos

Batardy, Marie-Louise: “Fritkot Royal”

sary of the Belgian dynasty. Her work is appeal-
ing for its caustic but never malicious wit. Her
works have been shown in many exhibitions in
Belgium and abroad, especially in Latin America.
(See portrait of the artist, p. 163). J. €.

Bastin. Mireille: Abbess with Two Child

Harest
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tainers. His wife was t0 declare that he could talk
and sing in nine different voices, and ihat he
made his own musical instruments.

After his marriage in 1933, Black and his wife
Ruby went to Northern California to pan for gold.
The wet occupation and chilly climate aggravated
his asthma, and so in 1953 they moved to the hot,
arid desert in Southern California. He opened a
rock shop, then began building a theatre and
merry-go-round, and carving dolls. Now distri-
buted among collectors and art dealers in Cali-
fornia and New York City, Calvin Black’s dolls
were once the cast of his Possum Trot Tootum

Blair, Oswald: Tree with Birds

Doll Fantasy Theatre and the vocal riders on the
wind-driven merry-go-round he erected outside
his house. Possum Trot is a tiny community in
the desert near Yermo, California. The dolls,
dressed by Ruby Black, were jointed so that they
could be animated, and fitted with cassette tapes
so that they could talk or sing. Calvin wrote the
songs they were ostensibly singing to his guitar
accompaniment. Calvin also did a number of
paintings, and built a magnificently humorous
train engine, painted red.

on

Australia
in Tenterfield, New
tried his

BLAIR, OSWALD (1900)
Oswald Blair was born
South Wales. He is an artist who has
hand at many tasks besides painting. )
His varied career began early. At the age ol
twelve he became a builder's mate and then a

tailor's assistant. At sixteen he was apprenticed to
a baker and worked in this trade for the next
twenty years.

In the 1930s he became restless. The call of
the Australian bush was strong and he set out to
work as a station hand, kangaroo shooter, ring-
barker of trees and scrub cutter. He travelled

Blondel, Emile: Notre-Dame de Paris

through the far north of New South Wales to
Coopers Creek in South Australia and to Queens-
land before settling down in Sydney.

In Sydney Blair worked as a public servant
until his retirement in 1967. It was after he had
retired that he started to dabble with paint and
brush and eventually found his own unique style.

His paintings have been hung in the Wynne
Prize section of the Art Gallery of New South
Wales at the annual showing of Archibald,
Wynne and Sulman prize winners. They have
also been shown in numerous other exhibitions.
Some have. : :







L ryllis or.a Lowery
and formed their simple masses into generous

at Kandlhs}c‘yﬂ’ivguld ‘have spoken of “own aroma. It is hard to say whether Beranek

than humiliating drudgery. At one
ed almost as if he were trying to es-

of a senseless everyday
life and seek refuge in a paradise. He continued
to detest the realm of machinery and slavery that
was manipulated by deceitful and malicious indi-
viduals, and bestowed his affections on his little
orchard and the woods round Jihlava. This was
his Eden, this was Nature, a fair, unsullied realm.
He had a sense of well-being and liberty there, he
was a human being who could talk to his bees
and his flowers as he performed magical grafts
on his fruit-trees. When he began to paint in oils

little more
time it look
cape from the clutches

Berdnek, Vaclav: Women in Landscape

in 1965, his first subjects were the flowers from
his garden and his home. Beranek saw an ama-
flowering cactus as solemn cult objects
arcs, so_that Kandir
them in terms of grandiose. " Later on
1e res of the fabulous “Nymph Cycle

ecognition was linked

alis

Lugano and participation in the Triennale in Bra-
tislava.

“Even as a child I was touched by the beauty
of nature and everything had the appearance of a
fairy-tale. 1 used to watch how little plants
sprang up out of nothing after the winter had
passed, and how the grass turned green. I used to
gaze at the great sun through dark fragments of
broken bottles and arrived at the conclusion that
the sun was at the back of all this magic,” wrote
Beranek.

Vaclav Beranek’s pictures astonish us with
their fabulous harmony of yearning and concrete

detail, the coincidence, that is, of a wishful dream
and reality fexperienced at first hand. We have
the impression that the heavily painted struc-
ral surfaces are seething and exhaling their

~‘wished to give his pan-erotic dream the highest
degree of substantiality, so as to re ir




~ BRACHET, LISE _

de la Cambre but out of respect for her parents
and the family tradition studied medicine angi
stomatology, in which fields she worked until

“recently.
Painting fascinated her and she devoted all

her spare time to it. A two-year stay in California,
where her husband had an important position,
freed her of obligations that would have
prevented her devoting herself exclusively to
painting.

“Perhaps my love of painting is all the
greater for being hampered at the beginning,”
she says. Quite unjustifiably, the name of
Chagall has been associated with her canvases
and gouache, which are imbued with a genuine
sense of magic. Attracted by the relationship
between planes and colours, she does not feel
that she has to introduce graphics into her
works, in which colours are thickly applied. She

makes her human beings and objects weightless’

and gives them a poetry totally free of the laws of
gravitation. She has exhibited in Brussels gal-
leries. (See portrait of the artist, p. 165). J. (C

BRADLEY, GEOFF (1946) Great Britain

Geoff Bradley was born in Manchester. The
background of this artist is one of sadness, punc-
tuated by periods of personal tragedy. During his
early adolescence he had difficult and disturbed
times, mostly spent in “approved” schools (estab-
lishments to which the State sends awkward or
criminally inclined children with a view to trying
to reorganise their lives). Bradley is now serving
his second term in prison (a nine-year s g
begun in 1981).

nence

ST AR B‘-"lgium : . E 4
.~ Lise Brachet, daughter and ‘granddaughter quences for him
'of university professors, wished to attend Ensaav -

And yet he i
many of his pictu

ires are painted i
nevertheless not lacking in brilliant colour,
although in many cases the poignancy of their
subject-matter and the way it is conveyed acts as

a devastating contrast to the brightness of the b

paint. One has only to recall “Lonely Christmas,”
a picture of his wife (who has now parted from
him) gloomily sitting at a table surveying the
yuletide banguet which he will not be sharing.
Often, the subjects of his paintings (the

children being bathed before the open fire at
home, two friends absorbed in a chess game — in
fact any aspect of life as he knows it in the world
outside) are taken from ordinary experience,
though he occasionally shows a vein of acid wit,
as in “Safari,” a painting of “pukkha sahibs”
riding elephants at the Zoo.

~ His pictures (all of them small) have been
seen in many exhibitions in northern England,
and also in some RONA mixed exhibitions since
1979. He was included in the important
“Northern Primitives” exhibition at the South
London Art Gallery (the official show-place of the
London Borough of Southwark) in 1972. (See
portrait of the artist, p. 165). Sh. W.

BRANDES, FRANZ (1921) West Germany

Franz Brandes was born in Dortmund,
where he still lives. He is a miner who worked
down the pit for 31 years, latterly at the coal face,
but he had to give up his job because of silicosis
and is now a pensioner. Brandes began to paint
as the result of a bet. He started by copying, but
soon observed that a copy was never “his own
work” and wentlon to paint subjects chosen or







add character to his pictures
~ warmth and humour. ==
" His cheerful market

: _ scene . (shown here) -
is throbbing with life even though the individual
figures, human and animal, seem stiff, almost
frozen in their movements, as if caught by a cam-

era.

Since 1971, Chavannes has been with the
Centre d’Art. Sh. W. :

Checchi, Giuseppe de: Jungle

CHAVARRIA, JULIA Nicaragua

Julia Chavarria is a young peasant woman
from Solentiname, where she was born, grew up
and still lives. She has painted many canvases
outstanding for their bright colours and radiant
optimism.

In her painting “Forest” (shown here), the
luxuriant, brilliantly coloured vegetation has a
dynamic, flamelike quality, and seems 10 be
closing in on the grazing deer. E. C.

‘part he paints
setting.

carefully executed.

- Chavannes, Etienne: Market Day

He is expressly a colourist and his beau-.
tiful flowers, with their imaginary backdrops are
ted. In this world of inaccessible

forests he places red parrots, TOSy. and_white -
birds, representing life in tropical regions as a
jungle where there are no human beings. He won
the Grand Prix at the Lugano Naive Art Biennial.
(See portrait of the artist, p. 192). G. K.
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CHEN MUJUN (1952) China

Chen Mujun was born in the Xing Ta
commune and has had five years of grade school.
As a boy, he was fond of drawing. Later, in the
brigade in which he worked, he was given an
opportunity to paint. At that time in China it was
thought that if every brigade had peasant paint-
ers, the level of mass culture would be raised in
the process. A paper picture displayed by Chen
Mujun took the fancy of his fellow peasants. The |
motif was one well known to all of them from
days long gone by — a flock of ducks, such as
may be seen in many Chinese villages, where
they are a component part of the landscape. In
this painting, which Chen has called simply
“Ducks,” a flock is caught in flight and portrayed
in a rich scale of colours and in a harmonious
composition. In the background is a building in
deep perspective and against its facade is a row
of bunches of red cherries. The atmosphere is
that of a lush Chinese spring. Chen Mujun says:
“] like doing pictures of ducks because, like every
Chinese, I know well their lives, appearance,
movements and colours. For us, ducks are a gift
of nature, because without them the Chinese [
could not survive.” ]

Chen Mujun had produced about 20 pictures
by 1983. His spare time is spent in painting on
paper, which is the only material he can obtain.
He is a member of the Jin Shan painters’ circle.
(See portrait of the artist, p. 193). N. T.
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She has had @ number of one-woman s xhibi-
tions. which were almost sold out, ana has parti-
cipated in various group shows.

in Aus-

Her works are in private collections
tralia and overseas. (See portrait of the artist,
p. 217). B. McC.

DESNOS, FERDINAND (1901—1958)  France

Ferdinand Desnos was born at Pontelvoy
and died in Paris. Poor health kept him changing
jobs constantly. He tried working both in the
provinces and in Paris, with his first stay in the

Dennis, Margery: Fern Forest )\

capital in 1928. In 1931, he exhibited for the first
time in the Salon des Indépendants. Neverthe-
less, he went back to live in the country and did
not settle in Paris permanently until after the
Second World War. He worked there as a
concierge. His earliest canvas dates from 1923, and
his first one-man show in Paris was held in 1943.
Ferdinand Desnos first recreated the world
to which he belonged from the images accumu-
lated during his childhood in the Tours region.
Drawing was most important to him because it

DELUS, Brazil
WLADOMIRO SOUZA DE (1944)

\Wladomiro Souza ce Deus was born in Boa
Nova. Baia. At the age of fifteen he went 1o Sao
Paulo where he started to work, first as a gar-
dener and then later as a mason’s apprentice, a
waiter and subsequently in many different jobs.
[t was not until 1963 that he began painting
pictures as a self-taught artist.

Wladomiro de Deus established his style ear-
ly in his artistic career; his pictures are primitive
in style and their subjects are mainly of a mysti-
cal or religious nature. These paintings are not

o

Dieckmdn'r:i.,'f:"em"y:}’ubiic Urinal
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j sy e O SRR NS 5 B
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rash or ironie, as in “Ou
as 1n




'-pamtmg and drawing. He is equ:
 pen, brush and chalk. Landsca S, 1
pleasant old houses ‘and streets are the

= he is most fond of. With who!ehea}rted devohon "

where he has lived in his lifetime. Because of his
childlike nature, he shows a greater predllectlon
for portraying all the beauty he carries inside
himself than for precise observation of the actual

elements involved in his subject-matter. Since
1970, he has exhibited frequently in Budapest
and the provinces. His pictures have been on dis-
play in group exhibitions of Hungarian naive art
abroad. Daily newspapers and illustrated maga-
zines often carry his paintings and drawings.
M. L

DIECKMANN, HENRY (1933) West Germany
Henry Dieckmann was born in Verden and
now lives in Fischerhude, near Bremen. In 1948
Dieckmann began working with the German
State Railways and is now an administrator in
the locomotive repair works in Bremen. He was
fond of drawing and painting even while he was
at school. During the war he painted children’s
picture-books and exchanged them for foodstuffs.
He showed his pictures for the first time in the
Bremen flea-market in 1970. It is with pleasure
that one recalls Henry Dieckmann’s little pic-
tures, executed with painstaking precision and
patience: village life in Fischerhude and, even
more vividly, the inexhaustible series of studies
of lower middle-class life in Paris. Dieckmann de-
veloped his views of homely Parisian streets,
their secluded corners, the bistros and urinals,
with a wealth of invention and reflection allied
with a highly developed taste for a discreetly re-
fined range of colours. Then he was discovered
by the advertising industry, and with success
came routine. the pressure to produce to order;
he was trapped. and "‘e guality of naivety evapo-
rated. (See porrrair of the artist, p. 217). T. G.

'O

oplc

light that it rmrrors the world as a whole. Die-
trich’s blographer Karl Hoenn, says that as a
boy the artist “read in the book of nature, studied
flowers and herbs, birds and caterpillars, and the d

with such mlcro

Dévényi, Antal: Pilisi Lak—k
whole treasure-house of Mother Earth like a bi-
ologist, but drew them to his heart like an art-

ist...” Gardens, fruit, stuffed birds, martens,
mice, and men are formulated in his work with
the plastic intensity of the Quattrocento and the
immediacy of the primitives. He is an artist of
untouched simplicity and at the same time a
master of detail, a chiseller of forms. For him, the
detail is an integral part of the whole. With
staunch perseverance and a musing love of work
he built up from his parts a perfect whole.
Dietrich worked with fine, thin brushes and
a cautious application of colour. “He does it al-
most unconseiously,” writes Karl Hoenn, “like
one whose hand and brush are led by an inner
voice, just asian inner vision enables him to paint
from sketeches made long before, since in the eye

e







- EE€!
_paintel ,ralsed his hanc
lit in tw

‘other, resembling two myt}ncal spectres. As in
the biblical story of Moses, a miracle brought
salvation. The painter portrayed the separatlon
of the storm-tossed river and in contrast to man’s
misfortunes showed a peaceful, pastoral land-
scape in the background.

Animal Kingdom

Skurjeni, Matija:

One cannot help noticing that by using blue

. tones, interrupted only by the white of the waves,

the flowering orchard and the clouds, the painter

has achieved a contrast between two utterly

different situations without resorting to colour
contrasts.

In “Gipsy Love,” a subject this artist has
dealt with several times, a man and woman in
the moonlight, the latter visible only from the
reflection in the fenced-in pool and the somewhat
darker tones in the foreground, are portrayed in
the throes of a conflict between desire and
morality. The man has taken a long step in the
direction of an empty tent, while the woman
seems to be hesitating before doing the same.
Behind them is a gipsy nag, withoul which life
for the family is unimaginable. Always on the
move, sometimes covering long distances, the
gipsies are dependent on their horses. In contrast
to this drama. in the background stands a row of

huts and gipsy families gathered about a fire.

ition ;
glpsy cycle, the p inter has produced a consider-
able number of plctures that are fantasies, as he
himself calls them “] have always fantasised and
never could rega;:d things realistically. I had my
own way of lookmg at every thing and every

person, changing them to suit my mood,” says
the painter.

With 'the tip of his brush, as though guided
by a magic power, Skurjeni uncodes almost
subconsciously the tension between dreams and
reality. He paints hallucinatory figures, fantastic
animals, heavenly landscapes full of melancholy,
and from his own innermost visions brings forth
bouquets of flowers and strange creatures. Over
the years, his motifs have changed, but his
pictures remain within the sphere of inner expe-
rience, mysterious in form and colour but con-
vincing nevertheless. In his feeling for theme,
colour and composition, Skurjeni belongs among
the very best Yugoslav naive artists, while set
apart from other naives by his individuality.

Skurjeni works in oil on canvas; his paint-
ings are usually small in size. He has frequently
e\hvblted and-has won recognition at home and

abroad:

(See porirait of the artist, p. 560). N. T.
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{\Volle fare una domanda che da tempo aveva.
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i : : . : .

I Le storie che scrive - disse - sono vere o solo immaginate?
Un po' vere e un po' immaginate - disse lo scrittore. - Certe volte
vado in cerca di storie nella realta esterna.Ma quelle che veramente

si reggono nascono tutte dall'interno.

Ma sono vere o false rispetto alla realta? - domando Lorenzo.

Diverse - disse lo scrittore - come la musica dai suoni naturali.Anche

una descrizéione vera in fondo e sempre diMgnsh,uno schema della
mente:ecco,é una maschera della realta,un calco.Sotto la realta continua
a fluire,ma la descrizione & immobile.Si - disse - anche 1A#édfai L 1%:"(_
sono come le statue.

Perché gli uomini hanno tanto bisogno di storie? - domando Lorenzo.
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